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ABSTRACT Numerous studies have been published on the challenges that South African teachers face in teaching
reading, and an interactive pedagogical interventional approach has been proposed. This qualitative study aims to
understand the perspectives of isiZulu Home Language teachers regarding what informs their pedagogy of teaching
reading in the Intermediate Phase. Data were generated using focus group discussions with 13 teachers. Guided by the
theory-practice gap, the paper reveals that pedagogy is not lost in translation due to the lack of teachers’ content and
pedagogical knowledge, as many researchers have suggested. Underlying factors exist, including incomprehensible
learners’ workbooks, the misfit between curriculum and practice, and insufficient reading hours allocated in the annual
teaching plan. The paper concludes that unless these issues are addressed, the pedagogy of reading in the isiZulu Home
Language classroom will continue to be lost in translation.



